










Luveve 
Diarrhoea 
Outbreak: A 
Year On, No 
Answers 

by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

answers from the local authority over the 
diarrhoea outbreak, but judgement was 
reserved.

A year on, residents 
are still demanding 

answers.
“Council has tried as much as possible 
to wiggle out of its culpability in the 
unfortunate tragedy of Luveve. To date, 
they (BCC) still have not released the report 
of the incident. They are hoping it will die a 
natural death and be forgotten. But who can 
forget their relatives?” asks Patrick Ndlovu, 
a city resident.

Initially, the council blamed residents for 
using dirty containers to store water for 
domestic use.

“Council as a paid service provider who 
provided tainted goods that led to the 
fatalities is criminally liable for those deaths. 
This is one reason why the council does 
not want to release the report. They are 
attempting to hide their liability,” Ndlovu 
adds.

On October 29, 2021, a memorial service for 
the Luveve victims was held at Luveve’s Beit 
Hall.

A July 2020 environmental, management 
and engineering services committee report 
revealed that residents could have been 
drinking water contaminated by mud and 
sewer.

According to the report, quality tests done 
by the council at its Criterion, Ncema and 
Cowdray showed that suitable potable water 
could have been contaminated through 
leakages linked to water pipe bursts.

I n June 2020, Bulawayo woke up to a mock 
coffin protest after residents used cardboard 

caskets to vent their anger against the local 
authority over a killer diarrhoea outbreak.

A year on, following an outbreak that killed 
13 people in Luveve, locals are demanding 
answers. Who is to blame? Without clear 
answers, how can this be prevented in the 
future? 

The mock coffins were dumped outside the 
Bulawayo City Council (BCC) offices in Luveve 
suburb, the epicentre of the diarrhoea outbreak.

The outbreak killed 13 residents and infected 
several thousands of others, sending panic 
among locals already grappling with fears of 
COVID-19 infection.

At the time, residents were going for days without 
water after the Bulawayo City Council (BCC) 
decommissioned three of the city’s five supply 
dams.

The Bulawayo Progressive Residents Association 
(BPRA) dragged the BCC to court demanding 



“This water-shedding has generally impacted the 
quality of water; this is evidenced by an increase 
in the number of water complaints received 
within the city. The complaints are largely related 
to odour and presence of particles (turbid) in 
the water of which various factors have been 
attributed to these changes in water quality,” the 
report read in part.

“The factors include suspected ingress of sewage-
contaminated water through leaking points 
into the potable water pipes and occasional 
depletion of water at service reservoirs and 
subsequent agitation of accumulated mud in the 
reservoirs leading to carry-over of the same to 
the distribution network.”

In the court application, the BPRA wanted an 
order directing the BCC to provide water tests 
results, a maintenance schedule for its sewer and 
water pipes, a map of the sewer and water pipes 
and tests of soil swabs in some selected areas 
and samples of the pipes “that we can send for 
testing” among other documentation.

Khumbulani Maphosa, the Matabeleland Institute 
for Human Rights (MIHR) coordinator, says the 
diarrhoea outbreak issue must never be swept 
under the carpet.

“It’s a serious issue that should not be swept under 
the carpet. If we are a constitutional democracy, 
as we claim, then we should not sweep that issue 
under the carpet. We should ensure that justice 
prevails to enable the families to find closure 
easily,” Maphosa says.

Dumisani Nkomo, a Bulawayo commentator and 
director of Habbakuk Trust civic group, adds 
that an independent inquiry into the diarrhoea 
outbreak is needed.

“This was a very tragic and lamentable incident 
which should never happen in a modern society 
and particularly Bulawayo,” Nkomo notes.

  “
There must be an 

independent enquiry 
into this incident to 
ensure closure, and 

families must be 
compensated. Someone 
somewhere must take 
responsibility for the 
loss of so many lives.

Dumisani Nkomo, Habbakuk Trust director

               ”
It is the first time in years for the city to be 
affected by a killer diarrhoea outbreak of the 
2020 magnitude.

At the height of the outbreak, the council 
announced it needed US$1 482 000 to address 
issues of water contamination in Luveve and 
surrounding suburbs.

The council action plans involved the 
rehabilitation of its water and sewer 
infrastructure as it has reportedly outlived its 
lifespan.

But with a reserved court judgement, residents 
remain in the dark over what transpired.

“If judgement came out and implicated the 
council, as we anticipate, then we should be 
judging the council based on their adherence 
to the judgement. However, as things stand, 
the council is not legally obliged to do anything 
and release its findings. We are in a catch 22 
situation,” Maphosa says.



Sand Poaching ‘Oils’ New 
Mazwi Youth Community, At 
A Cost 
With no jobs, several youths in New Mazwi 
have resorted to unregulated sand poaching 
to eke a living. 

degradation. 

The sand poachers also leave unclaimed pits 
that pose a danger to residents. According 
to concerned community members, the 
lack of empowerment projects and jobs 
drives the youth to illegal sand poaching 
activities.

An environmental training session of 
11 environment committee members 
was recently held at New Mazwi to 
empower the community with knowledge 
on environment conservation and 
beneficiation.

Roy Ndlovu, who survives on sand 
poaching, says council and residents need 
to find a win-win solution to sand poaching 

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

I n Mazwi village, a peri-urban settlement 
adjacent to Pumula Old suburb in Bulawayo, 

sand poaching is a favourite pastime and a 
source of income for the unemployed youth in 
the community.

Mazwi village is partly urban and rural, with 
villagers relying on boreholes and firewood. 
With a housing construction boom, illegal sand 
poaching by the unemployed youth is a lucrative 
business as there is a ready market.

This is despite the fact that the vice leaves a 
lot of environmental hazards and causes land 



activities.  

“There is no need to have sand miners 
and Bulawayo City Council (BCC) rangers 
fighting each other over sand. There is 
a need to have a sustainable solution 
between residents, council and sand 
poachers.”
Roy Ndlovu, a sand poacher

BCC rangers are often seen in running battles with 
sand poachers. “Chasing each other in the forests 
is not a solution. There should be a solution to 
the problem because we are all benefiting from 
this sand.”

Each truckload fetches anything between US$80 
and US100.

According to the Environmental Management 
Agency (EMA), areas like Cowdray Park, 
Entumbane, Mpopoma, St Peters, and Luveve are 
where there is rampant sand poaching.

“Council should not be arrogant. Our entire 
houses need that sand for construction. Let us 
come up with a good strategy rather than playing 
a hide and seek game,” Ndlovu adds.

New Mazwi Village Development committee 
member Sinanzeni Mabaso, says the environment 
committee will go a long way in raising awareness 
against illegal sand poaching.
 
“Our biggest challenge is sand poaching 
happening in the area as youth have no jobs. 
Pits are left open, and we have lost some of our 
livestock in those pits,” Mabaso says. 

In February, a 15-year-old Pelandaba 
West boy drowned in the suburb in 
an abandoned pit. The same hole 

claimed the life of a 12-year-old girl 
who drowned in December 2020.

“The youth have no other means to be 
occupied with, and they partake in sand 
poaching to make money. We welcome any 
well-wishers who might want to sponsor 
them to engage in activities that promote 
their livelihood.” 
 
“Even if they are to get very little from 
the projects, at least they will be engaging 
in legal activities, unlike sand poaching,” 
Mabaso adds.
 
New Mazwi Development Committee 
vice-chairperson Judith Ndlovu says: “The 
formation of the committee will enable us 
to learn how to benefit economically from 
the environment.” 
 
BCC recently declared war on sand 
poachers, impounding their trucks and 
arresting the culprits.

The local authority says sand poachers 
are also stealing sand earmarked for the 
ongoing road rehabilitation programme 
and causing serious land degradation.
 
Ward 17 councillor Sikhululekile Moyo 
speaking during a residents meeting 
recently, says the problem of sand poaching 
has gone out of hand in her ward, which 
includes the New Mazwi area.

She says rampant sand poaching is 
escalating the rate of soil erosion in the 
area and may lead to more damage to 
infrastructure.

“We recently had a meeting with the 
Environmental Management Agency (EMA) 
and other stakeholders to try and address 
the sand poaching problem here, and we 
still have a long way to go to address this 
challenge,” she says. 





MATABELELAND NORTH

Disabled Mat North Children 
Struggle To Access Public 
Education
An underfunded education sector is felt by the 
remote and most vulnerable in Matabeleland 
North. 

by Nokuthaba Dlamini | @The_CBNews

M osi-oa-Tunya, like most government-run 
schools in Matabeleland North, has no 

facilities to cater for children with mental and 
physical challenges.

    “
The schools should 

symbolise the concept of 
inclusiveness.

Roland Sibanda, Mosi-Oa-Tunya High 
School head 

”
The result has been many pupils dropping out of 
school or their parents failing to enrol them even 
at the Early Childhood Development (ECD) level.



Sibanda was speaking at the Secretary’ Merit 
Bell event held at the school in Victoria Falls 
recently, lamenting the government's failure 
to invest in infrastructure for disabled and 
special needs learners at his school.
  
From the restrooms to classrooms, sports 
and even teachers, most schools are not 
providing either of the above. It is the reason 
why Binga’s Mumuni Siatimbula (10) of Katete 
Village in Ward 25 under Chief Saba had to 
drop out of school when she had just begun 
her ECD journey in Kariyangwe School in 2016.
 
According to her parents, Mumuni was born 
visually impaired but could speak, walk and 
interact with others in general. 
 

      “
She was forced to drop 
out just two weeks into 
the school because as 
a special needs child, 
we were required to 
walk her to school, 

which was over seven 
kilometres.

Mumuni Siatimbula’s parents 

 ”
 
“It was a long-distance, and even her teacher 
said she was not trained to teach a blind child, 

and the school also did not have fit stationery 
(braille) for her.”
 
Mumuni's aim for taking her to school was to 
make her interact with her age mates. 

Visually impaired children are left out of learning 
institutions as schools do not have braille. Image by 

Unsplash

“Our intention in taking her to school was to 
expose her to other pupils of her age and to 
probably get her assistance as we believed 
that her blindness didn’t mean that she was 
unable to do her school work and, perhaps, 
become someone better in the future.” 
 
The Siatimbula’s story resonates well with 
that of Nkayi's Kwesengulube Primary School 
dropout learner who was also forced to abort 
her studies in 2017 after failing to get assistance 
for her needs.
 
According to her guardian Lawrence Ncube 
who hails from Mkhanyiso Village under Chief 
Madliwa, Ethel Mpofu (14), is handicapped and 
cannot hear properly.
 
“She is an orphan, and our wish is to get 
her assistance whereby she can join other 
children even in Bulawayo and be able to 
enrol in other fields like athletics as she is a 
good runner and represent the country under 
the disabled category,” Lawrence, a bartender 
based in South Africa says.
 
“Right now, she is with my grandfather at 
home, but I am trying to get her some help 



through donors so that she gets to be assisted 
with some hearing aid equipment so that she 
can, at least, communicate with her other 
peers and family members.” 
 
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Primary and Secondary Education, Tumisang 
Thabela, says the challenges faced by the 
children forced to drop out of school cannot 
be blamed on the government.

She alleges that parents are hindering their 
disabled children from enrolling in schools, 
especially in rural areas.

 “In the rural areas, one problem you will find 
is we have to literary go out and search for 
them, and in some cases, they hide them, but 
the facilities are available. The major problem 
is the lack of specialist teachers especially 
in rural areas where we don’t have as much 
because we have a very small number of 
teachers trained to look after them,” she says.
 
She says her ministry is in the process of 
finalising a policy of inclusive education in 
addition to the provision of learning gadgets 
to several disabled learners.

“We are saying no child should be excluded 
because of their difference in whether 
disability or language so, the most important 
thing is to identify where these children are.”
 
Zimbabwe Teachers Association secretary-
general Goodwill Taderera says apart from 
poor infrastructure, exorbitant fee structures 
are also to blame for disabled children failing 
to enrol. 
 
The Amalgamated Rural Teachers Union 
of Zimbabwe is also of the view that the 
education system in the country is highly 
discriminatory because of underfunding from 
the government.



Binga Loses Out On 
Tourism Due To Poor Road 
Infrastructure 

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

He adds that the district 
is blessed with a basket 
of tourism attractions but 
remains underdeveloped 
and shunned by tourists 
because of the poor state of 
roads.

“I can say that I have travelled 
on every road in Zimbabwe. 
My main employment was 
transport distribution. I have 
travelled on the road that you 
wish to travel on that runs 
between Binga and Karoi, 
which is gravel and not tarred,” 
Rushton says in response on a 
tourist blog to a tourist who 
intended to visit Binga. 

“The road that runs 
from Binga to Karoi 
is definitely a no go 

area for cars definitely, 

not caravans, and I 
personally would not 

travel on that road 
with a 4 x4 pick-up. 

These roads are very 
rarely maintained.”

John Rushton, UK based 
retired expert in Foreign 
Aid distribution 

Binga is located on the 
Southeastern shore of Lake 
Kariba in Matabeleland 
North province. It is 
home to thousands of the 

J ohn Rushton, a retired 
expert with over 30 

years experience in Foreign 
Aid distribution and now 
a resident in the United 
Kingdom, says Binga roads 
are a turn-off for any tourist.

The online space which is often used to recommend tourism locations globally has 
raised a red flag over why travelling to Binga may not be attractive. 



BaTonga people. 

The district remains neglected 
in terms of infrastructure 
developments despite being 
blessed with one of the best 
tourist attractions in the 
country. 

A scenic view of the Zambezi 
River viewing, a sand beach, 
hot springs, fishing, crocodile 
farm, game reserves, swamps 
in Simatelele ward, several 
stunning gorges, natural rock 
outcrops and a rich culture 
greets any visitor to the 
district.

But a poor road network in 
Binga is a drawback, denying 
the district potential tourism 
revenue and attendant 
development.

Because of the poor roads, the 
area is shunned by businesses 
willing to set up shops in the 
district and even commuter 
transport operators.

In 2020, the poor state 
of roads in Binga was 
exposed when humanitarian 
organisations and other aid 
agencies struggled for days 
to reach the Nsungulwe area 
after the area was hit by flash 
floods that displaced over 
200 people.

On February 9, 2021, the 
government declared the 
country’s roads a national 
disaster before launching 
the Emergency Roads 
rehabilitation Programme 
(ERRP2). 

But despite the evident 
deterioration of road 

infrastructure in Binga, 
no significant attention 
has been given to the 

district.

Moffat Mutale, Binga Residents 
Association executive 
member, thinks a good road 
infrastructure is a key to 
developing Binga. 

“Because of poor roads, 
market links to our products 
like kapenta and fish become 
difficult to reach. Fares of 
transport also become too 
high as transporters try to 
compensate for the damages 
to their vehicles. Tourists fail 
to visit the area resulting in 
revenue loss that is supposed 
to develop the area,” Mutale 
told The Citizen Bulletin.

The District Development 
Fund (DDF), which is in charge 
of road rehabilitation projects 
in rural areas, has done little 
over the years to fix Binga 
roads.

DDF coordinator for 
Matabeleland North Fidelia 
Lumano could not be reached 
for comment.

In 2019, work commenced 
on the new Karoi-Binga 
road, directly linking the 
Matabeleland North and 
Mashonaland West provinces. 

The road, if completed, 
reduces the journey by over 
200km from Harare to Binga 

and Victoria Falls. However, 
there is little progress to 
date.

A resident who spoke to 
this publication expressed 
displeasure in how 
marginalized communities 
continue to suffer from a 
lack of development.

“Most of the tourists shun 
our area due to poor roads. 
If the rains come again, and 
with the current state of 
roads, it will be difficult to 
move farming inputs ahead 
of another farming season. 
ADRA and Christian Care 
drivers always have a torrid 
time with these roads. So, 
we continue suffering,” says 
Mudimba. 

Speaking to The Citizen 
Bulletin, Binga Rural 
District Council (RDC) chief 
executive officer (CEO) 
Joshua Muzamba absolved 
the council of failure to 
rehabilitate the Binga-
Karoi road, saying the 
responsibility falls under the 
Ministry of Transport and 
Infrastructure Development.

“Dete- Binga and Binga - 
Karoi roads are under the 
oversight of the Ministry of 
Transport. But, about those 
under rural district council, 
I am currently out of the 
office to give correct details 
on roads. You can call our 
roads engineer.”

Binga RDC roads engineer 
Zibusiso Nyoni was not 
reachable.



The Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) has revised 
the volume of water allocated for this year’s 
power generation at Kariba Hydro Power 
Station upwards by three billion cubic meters. 
In a statement, the authority revealed that the 
allocation was to further the announcement 
made on the 23rd of June 2021 where the 
Zimbabwe Power Company (ZPC) together 
with the Zambia Electricity Supply Corporation 
(Zesco) were jointly granted an additional 12 
billion cubic meters (BCM) of water.

Kariba Hydro 
Power Station 
Allocated More 
Water

Ecobank Joins 
Fight Against 
Mental Health 
Challenges
In a bid to promote the importance of mental 
health and help reduce mental health related 
stigma and discrimination, Ecobank Zimbabwe 
has donated 40 medical beds, assorted medical 
equipment, disinfectants, buckets and kitchen 
utensils and a supply of medicines to last 
Parirenyatwa psychiatric hospital for a year. 
Under the theme ‘Mental health-time to talk 
and act’, the donation marks the final year of 
Ecobank’s campaign to raise awareness and 
help prevent non-communicable diseases.

Swedish 
Embassy Builds 
Youth Studio For 
Public Health 
Awareness
A new state-of-the-art studio has been opened 
at ‘SAYWHAT’ organisation’s premises in Harare 
courtesy of the Swedish embassy with hope to afford 
young people an information communication 
technology tool for public health awareness 
programmes and a home of their own in as far as 
pursuing their sexual and reproductive health rights 
is concerned. The studio is complemented with a 
virtual conference room and a call centre for youths 
to amplify their voices in sexual reproductive rights 
and public health issues.

One person has succumbed to COVID-19 in Harare 
while 37 new cases have been recorded in the country 
as of the 10th of November 2021 with Manicaland having 
the highest 17 new cases, followed by Matabeleland 
North with 7, Masvingo with 5, Bulawayo with 4, 
Mashonaland West with 2, Mashonaland East and 
Midlands with a single case each, while Mashonaland 
Central and Matabeleland South have no new cases.

The vaccination programme continues with 14 581 
people receiving their first jab bringing the cumulative 
for 1st dose to 3 393 972. A total of 7 808 received their 
second dose bringing the cumulative dose to 2 661 
887 as of Tuesday the 10th.

One Person 
Succumbs To 
COVID-19





Centenary Park: Will It Ever 
Be Revived Back To Its Glory? 
The COP 26 UN Climate Change Conference, hosted by the United Kingdom in partnership 
with Italy, took off on the 31st of October and ends today, Friday, 12 November 2021. This 
is an opportune time to think about how public places are important to each and every one 
of us. Climate change can be an abstract issue with complex units to relate to for most, in 
this instalment, Thabani H. Moyo speaks to the importance of the Centenary Park to the 
outlook of Bulawayo and Matebelelanders’ like you and me. 

by Thabani H. Moyo | @thabanih

W hen growing up 
in the 1980s, I had 

the opportunity to visit the 
Centenary Park, and I made 
part of the lot in a few moments 
when my father took me there. 
Sometimes my sister and her 
friends would take me there. 
Going to the park was a great 
experience, and I still have good 
memories. The lawn and trees 
at the park were green with 
life.  The other kids and I got 
a chance to ride the miniature 

Here and there, only patches 
of struggling and the rarely 
watered lawn is noticeable. 
In some corners of the park, 
some bushes are now home 
to criminal elements. 

It is now their hunting 
ground. Naughty teenagers 
who cannot control their 
feelings also use these bushes 
to hide their sausages. Traces 
of what used to be good 

train. I remember wonderful 
scenes of children running up 
and down the paths. 

However, when one takes a 
walk around the park today, 
it is visible that the park 
is struggling to get back to 
its glory days. What one is 
encountered with are sore 
sights, especially the southern 
part of the park. The lawn is 
long gone, and what is left are 
roughly cut grafts of grass.  



landscaping, entertainment 
spaces, fountains and pools 
is what remains. Dilapidated 
buildings of what used to be 
shops for refreshments and 
broken benches tell stories 
of what used to be resting 
places. There is evidence 
that the site used to hold 
performances. Life used to 
be good by then. The mind-
boggling question is, Do 
Bulawayo’s city fathers and 
mothers have a standing plan 
to revive the Centenary Park? 
There must be a department 
manned by people to ensure 
that everything in the park is 
in place and working. 

Recreational parks provide 
access to recreational 
opportunities and contribute 
a lot towards human 
development and imparting 
skills. But currently, that is 
not the case with Bulawayo’s 
Centenary Park. Instead, it 
has become one of the most 
dangerous crime red zone 
within the city of Bulawayo. 
One wonders whether we 
don’t have a sense of aesthetic 
values as a people. 

Our understanding of beauty 
as a city seems to have 
left us when it comes to 
recreational spaces. As of 
today, the Centenary Park 
doesn’t provide visual appeal 
to the residents of Bulawayo.

Urban recreational parks can 
benefit residents in many 
ways. Physical activity at 
the parks encourage active 
lifestyles and reduce or 
prevent many physical and 

Does the park in its current 
state define the shape and 
the feel of the city? Can it 
act as a conscious tool for 
revitalisation for the City? 
Are properties located in 
Suburbs and close to the 
park enhanced in value 
with an eyesore next to 
them? Urban parks have 
always been an important 
setting for arts and cultural 
programs. Parks can host 
music events, dance, theatre 
and even the latest forms 
of digital art. The parting 
shot for the city leaders is 
that residents of Bulawayo 
need their recreational parks 
functioning to capacity. 

mental health problems. 
City parks strengthen local 
economies and create job 
opportunities. Parks attract 
residents and businesses, 
increase revenue for cities, 
spur private investment, and 
increase job opportunities. 
Imagine business 
opportunities that Bulawayo 
has lost because of neglecting 
the park. A well maintained 
and marketed park can be 
the city’s goldmine. 

City parks increase 
community engagement and 
reduce crime. Planning and 
programming that engages 
residents in designing their 
local parks foster a sense 
of community that reflects 
the community’s needs. 
Community involvement and 
greening of vacant urban land 
have decreased crime and 
generated additional support 
for nearby park projects. 
It fosters environmental 
tourism. 

City parks are a tool for cities 
to achieve their equity goals. 
Vibrant parks and green 
spaces are at the centre of 
resilient and equitable cities, 
and increasingly, agencies 
and public officials are 
leveraging the many benefits 
of parks to meet their city-
wide equity goals. Through 
community engagement 
and applying an equitable 
approach to park funding, 
park leaders, public, private, 
civic, and philanthropic 
partners should direct 
investments to communities 
in greatest need.



by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

Beitbridge Development Plans 
Remain In Limbo

T he LDP plan was drafted in 2019 after President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa upgraded Beitbridge 

Town Council to municipal status following the 
town’s phenomenal growth in recent years.

A Beitbridge municipality Local Development Plan (LDP) that was meant to pave the 
way for various infrastructure development projects and give the border town a 
new face is gathering dust.

“It is also meant to facilitate the densification 
of land uses of some stands and permitting 
the establishment of high rise and cluster 
apartments,” Beitbridge town clerk Loud 
Ramakgapola says.

“To rezone properties around the old Central 
Business District (CBD) for mixed commercial 
and residential uses to create a livable, inclusive 
and vibrant built environment. Facilitate 
coordinated planning and management of 
the Limpopo River frontier between the 
municipality of Beitbridge and Vhembe District 
Municipality (RSA).”

Beitbridge plays a strategic role in Zimbabwe’s 
economic development and is also a major 
revenue earner for the country due to the busy 
port.

The Citizen Bulletin has established that Beitbridge 
LDP is gathering dust as the respective Local 
Government ministry has not gazetted the redrawing 
of boundaries of the border town as contained in the 
document.

The LDP is meant to facilitate the 
expansion of the town’s growth by 

promoting land and building uses that 
enhance the quality and urban form of 

the town's environments.



“The municipality status has given us 
advantages in that we can now have title to 
our area, and if we can issue title, we can easily 
attract investors. We have since surveyed our 
boundary in preparation for issuing of title, 
and before year-end, we could be having title 
to our Municipality area.”

At present, the Zimbabwean side of the 
Beitbridge border post is undergoing a $296 
million upgrade after key investments.

An upgrading and rehabilitation exercise at Beitbridge 
border post is expected to be complete late next year.

A private firm, ZimBorders, has been 
undertaking the project under a design, build 
and operate the border post for more than 17 
years as part of a public-private partnership 
project.

ZimBorders will also upgrade key infrastructure 
such as residential housing units and a water 
reservoir, neglected for years.

But with the ministry delaying to gazette the 
new boundaries outlined in the LDP, plans to 
facelift the whole town remain in the drawers.

“Currently, what we are waiting for are further 
engagements with the departments of fiscal 
planning so that we get the way forward on the 
LDP,” the town secretary adds.

“Given that some of the proposals are that 
our boundaries will change, certainly we will 
need the ministry to assist so that we get the 
boundaries altered and gazetted.”

Beitbridge is named after Alfred Beit, a British 
citizen who founded the De Beers diamond mining 
company.

The town, founded in 1929, was for many years the 
terminus of the railway from Pretoria until a rail 
connection to Rutenga was built in 1974. Its population 
has doubled from 22 000 in the 2002 population 
census to approximately 43 000 according to 2012 
population census figures.

The current population is estimated at around 60 
000. Due to the town’s proximity to South Africa, 
most people from the inland districts flock to 
Beitbridge to trade, and others finally settle.

Beitbridge connects Zimbabwe and South Africa and 
serves as the transit point for the majority of north-
south trade in Southern Africa. Beitbridge attained 
town status in 2006.

According to Ramakgapola, the municipality hired 
a consultant to draft the LDP meant to facelift the 
border town.

“
A consultant was hired 
to draft the LDP, and 
timeliness was that it 

should be taken as having 
started to operate as it is 
for the period running up 

to 2032.
Loud Ramakgapola, Beitbridge town clerk 

”







by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

Continued Coal Mining 
In Hwange Exacerbating 
Climatic Effects?

had a good harvest.
Albert Shoko, a Hwange resident

 ”
Hwange, situated under agro-ecological region 
four, is characterised by low rainfall, severe dry 
spells, and hot temperatures. Climate change, a 
global phenomenon, has its devastating effects 
felt in the coal mining town of Hwange. 

The community says the heatwave, in the recent 
past, has become common while families are 
always food insecure because of poor rainfalls.

Victor Banda, a Hwange resident, says the 
continued use of coal as a form of energy 
threatens local communities.

“Climate Change is a national thing given the 
challenges we are faced with, droughts and 
unfavourable weather patterns. Big companies 
in Hwange are causing serious air pollution to 
the detriment of the ozone layer; thus, we are 
the most affected by climate change than other 
areas,” Banda says.

More than 40 countries pledged to phase out 
coal in a deal announced at the recent United 
Nations Climate Change Conference held in 
Glasgow, Scotland. 

But, like other biggest 

A lbert Shoko of Makwandara village in Hwange 
expresses displeasure over the unpredictable 

rainfall patterns in the last four years. When the rest 
of the country was receiving average to normal rains, 
Hwange was almost dry, with few incidents of heavy 
downpours accompanied by flash floods, a type of 
La Nina weather conditions. 

The world is moving towards clean energy; 
while Zimbabwe may be unable to make a 
quick shift, the ‘dirty’ fossil fuel effects are 
already being felt. For many, not enough is 
being done to ensure a transition to clean 
energy soon. 

Shoko sees unpredictable rainfall patterns as some 
effects of climate change.

“
It is becoming worse 

every year. Droughts, flash 
floods and heavy rains are 
common during the rainy 
season. Last year was a bit 
better, but not everyone 



coal consumers such 
as China and India, 

Zimbabwe was absent 
from the accord.

Several Chinese companies are stampeding to mine 
coal in Hwange to boost the country’s electricity 
supplies. Coal is the most carbon-intensive fossil fuel, 
and phasing it out has been proposed as a key step to 
reducing emissions needed to limit global warming 
to 1.5°C, as enshrined in the Paris Agreement to avoid 
the worst of climate impacts. 

According to the Ministry of Mines and Mining 
Development official statistics, Zimbabwe extracts 
between 2 to 3 million tonnes of coal annually.

The country has an estimated 12 billion tonnes of coal 
reserves. India is the largest importer of coal from 
Zimbabwe. The Citizen Bulletin established that in 
2019 India imported about 52 million tonnes, with 
limited coal exports into the region and China.

Hwange villagers remain exposed to coal mining-
induced harsh weather conditions without a clear 
plan to migrate to renewable energy sources.

Hwange Rural District Council Lukosi, ward councillor 
and Community Development Activist Ishmael 
Kwidini bemoans the continued unsustainable use of 
coal in Zimbabwe.

“As a country, we need to wean off our dependency 
on coal energy as it is the largest contributor of 
greenhouse gases. We don’t look to be ready for that, 
though. In light of our ill-preparedness, we need to 
ensure sustainable models of utilising coal and its by-
products. It is also my wish that mining companies 
rehabilitate previously mined out areas and set solar 
farms in such areas,” says Kwidini.

Hwange-based Environmental non-governmental 
organisation, Green Shango Trust director Daniel 
Sithole expresses his concern over coal and its 
consequences to the environment, including climate 
change.

“Burning coal produces particulates that increase 
air pollution and health dangers. Burning coal melts 

large amounts of carbon dioxide into the 
atmosphere causing global warming leading to 
climate change,” says Sithole.

The Zimbabwe National Climate Policy 
(NCP), the National Climate Change Response 
Strategy (NCCRS), the National Environmental 
Policy, Renewable Energy Policy and Forest 
Policy, among other instruments, seek to 
guide climate change management, scale-up 
mitigation actions, facilitate domestication of 
global policies and ensure compliance with 
international mechanisms. 

Sithole proposes the implementation of 
mitigation measures to curb the effects of 
climate change.

“There are plenty of mitigation initiatives to 
add shock absorbers to the environment. As an 
organisation, we have planted 3020 fruit trees 
so far, conducting climate change capacity 
building and awareness, especially among 
youth and school children. Environment 
Impact Assessments (EIAs) participation offers 
recommendations or rejections, and pollution 
awareness to all companies,” Sithole says.




